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STRONG THROUGH THE SUMMER OF 2020
The summer of 2020 is one we’ll never forget. It has presented many challenges, but also some
rewards. From comments we on the Clear Lake Association Board received, it seems the July 4th fireworks were
a big success. We were fortunate that we didn’t have to cancel our event as many other lakes did because we
could view the display from our boats or areas around the lake without gathering in large groups. Hollister
Pyrotechnics promises next year will be even “bigger and better” with more aerial displays. Mark your calendar
for Saturday, July 3, 2021, 10:00 pm. (Rain date will be Sunday, July 4.)
Just before the fireworks display began, President Kit Tyler announced the
$100 cash prize winner which celebrated 100 years of the Clear Lake Association’s
existence. The lucky winners were Brad Scherer and Julia Busch, whose cottage is
on the south shore. Congratulations! Thanks to all who entered the contest by
returning their membership letter before July 2nd. It’s not too late to send in your
2020 CLA membership, if you have not yet done so. The $30 annual dues (and
optional donations) are the only income CLA receives to provide funds for fireworks
and support to local organizations. Checks may be mailed to Clear Lake
Association, PO Box 38, Fremont, IN, 46737
Photo: Margaret Carlson draws winning entry from
Treasurer George McCracken, holding Membership Forms
A big “thank you” goes to Todd Rumsey for providing music to “God Bless America!” to kick off the
fireworks and to Jim Geiger for the use of his boat. We also appreciate Board members who helped with set up
(George McCracken & family) and clean up (Bruce Moody, Bob Webster, Margaret Carlson, John Wilhelm,
Kit Tyler). Property Management Solutions (Bonnie Brown & Don Crapo) again provided a truck to transport
debris. Our gratitude also goes to Fremont Fire Department who is on “stand by” near the launch site each
year. This behind-the-scenes “Team Effort” makes it possible for all of us to sit back and enjoy the show.
Because of increased job-related commitments, Kit Tyler has resigned as President of the Board but will
remain on the Board as a Director. I will try to fill her shoes to the best of my abilities and with the help of the
entire board. Your 2020-2021 Board (listed on the next page) is comprised of a great cross section of ages and
perspectives to serve the Clear Lake community. Please check CLA updated webpage for details of your
association’s goals and projects. (Go to clearlakefun.org then click on ASSOCIATION.) You can also email
me (president@clearlakeassociation.org) with questions or comments. I check that site at least once a week, so
I will try to respond promptly. Thank you for your continued support.
Margaret Carlson
Clear Lake Association President

2020-2021 CLEAR LAKE ASSOCIATION OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS
Margaret Carlson, President
Rita Brown
Bruce Moody
Bob Webster

George McCracken, Sec./Treas.
Mandy Gleave
Barbara Rumsey
John Wilhelm

Beth McCracken, Recording Sec.
Scott Lazur
Kit Tyler
Bridget Harrison, Ex-officio Director

LONG-TIME BOARD MEMBER RETIRES
At a CLA Board meeting in 2013, Mary Lee Gecowets and Cat Nevin talked about an article they had
each read describing a book-sharing project – Little Free Library - which enables local residents to take home
books from a convenient location without needing a library card. They proposed that the Association register
with this non-profit organization and create a structure outside Town Hall. The board approved the motion.
Mary Lee applied for and was granted a Charter - #10103! George McCracken, also a board member, designed
and built a free-standing “library” with plexi-glass doors that swing up for easy access. Book donations poured
in and The BOAT HOUSE - B(ring) O(ne) A(nd) T(ake one) - was born. Over the past several years, hundreds
of children’s and adult books have circulated throughout Clear Lake homes.
After 20-plus years of service on the Clear Lake
Association Board, Mary Lee Gecowets has decided to
retire. In recognition of her many years of service, both as a
director and officer, the board presented Mary Lee with a
Certificate of Appreciation. Shown presenting the award is
Rita Brown who is replacing her as a director on the board.
Fortunately, for the Clear Lake community, Rita has also
volunteered to take charge of the Little Free Library. Please
stop by and pick out something to read. This is an
especially good summer to stay at home with a good book.
Photo: Rita Brown presents award
to Mary Lee Gecowets (right)

A FIREWORKS PRIMER/ REMINDER
Although the overwhelming response from Clear Lake citizens was that the July 4th fireworks display
was outstanding, a couple questions were raised about the launch site. The reality is that not everyone can see
everything from everywhere. At the July 11 CLA Annual Meeting, President Kit Tyler explained the reasoning
for the move several years ago to the current venue, which was supported by additional comments from the
Board. Here are excerpts.
1. Safety is the main concern in selecting a location. The advantages of the current site:
• The Marshal’s office feels this is the safest location on the lake.
• That section of road can be blocked off without affecting much of the traffic around the lake.
Fireworks vendor needs to begin set up about 12 hours in advance, so the launch site must be
closed to vehicles, bicycles and pedestrians after 10:00 AM.
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•
•
•

The Fremont Fire Department can park adjacent to the
site, in case they are needed. They also can wet
surrounding area to ensure safety in case of a drought.
A wide site is needed to set up for ground and aerial
displays.
Not many houses are in close proximity to the current
site. Most lake residences are in close together, thus an
added risk for damage or fire.

2. Years ago, fireworks were set off from Kasota Island.
That is no longer possible.
• DNR will not allow it. Debris from shells fall into the
lake. At current site, clean-up crews can remove any
remaining debris from the road the following morning.
• CLA used to have two barges, but they needed to be
rebuilt, which was not cost effective. They were also a
liability.
• Vendors do not want to use the island because shooting
from barges is not feasible.
2020 Fireworks Finale’ (Photo credit: R. Shultz)

PARTNERS IN SAFETY
We at Clear Lake are fortunate to have a good, working relationship with the Fremont Fire
Department to protect our community with topnotch services and equipment. On August 17, Fremont, along
with guest fire departments from Angola, Orland and Lakeland, conducted a joint training exercise at the Rieke
boathouse next to the Yacht Club. The purpose was to show that pumping water from a lake to put out a fire
nearby was safer and more effective than water tanker shuttles. Four portable pumps on the ground, plus the
Fremont fire boat, pumped 3,730 gallons of water per minute (GPM) out of the lake through two fire trucks in
that exercise. (A typical residential hydrant produces approximately 1,500 GPM.) A large group of people
witnessed this free, public event and observed the energy, experience and skill of the 24 firemen at work. Future
training exercise dates will be posted on the Clear Lake Bulletin Board. This event was coordinated by your
Clear Lake Association.
John Wilhelm, CLA Board member
Through donations and contributions made with your
2020 annual membership dues, Clear Lake Association was
able to present a check to the Fremont Fire Department for
$2000 to support equipment updates. CLA funds also
enabled the Town of Clear Lake to purchase additional
swim/no wake buoys ($2500). The Clear Lake Township
Land Conservancy will receive $1000 for an upcoming
project and Clear Lake Lions Club 10K Run was supported
with a $500 contribution.
Three generations appreciate the Fremont Fire Department.
John Wilhelm, Scott Lazur & son Owen present CLA check to
Fire Chief Eric Hufnagle. (Photo credit: Susan Lazur)
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WHAT ABOUT THOSE BUOYS?
The Clear Lake community has been very fortunate to have so many residents take responsibility for
placing “swim/no wake” buoys along the shore in front of their residences. Would you believe we have well
over 100 buoys deployed each year? Thank you for your service to the community and for helping make Clear
Lake safer for everyone. As most property owners know, our Clear Lake Association has been providing
financial support to the Town of Clear Lake to purchase new buoys as needed. Over the past few years, we have
learned there are several residents who have buoys to deploy, but simply can’t manage the “in and out” tasks
themselves.
WE HAVE A QUESTION! To support safety that the buoys provide, and perhaps help those
residents needing assistance with buoys, we have started to explore supporting a buoy “in and out”
service. Before we go much further, we need to understand the level of interest in our community. If
think you might need help with your buoy, please let us know by sending us an e-mail at:
president@clearlakeassociation.org. This is a feasibility survey only! Knowing more about the need
will help us work toward a solution. Thank you.
Bob Webster, CLA Board Member

News From Around the Town of Clear Lake…
CLEAR LAKE TOWN COUNCIL
•
•
•
•

Be sure to visit the town website on a regular basis to get
the latest updates: townofclearlake.org
HEAVY TRASH PICK UP TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 8.
If you plan to dig, call 811. Be safe!
Any changes in contact information? Please inform Brenda Eby,
Utility Clerk (billing@townofclearlake.org) or complete the
form on the town website.

GUY RODGERS IS PROMOTED TO STREET & SEWER SUPERINTENDENT
The Town of Clear Lake welcomes Guy Rodgers, who is stepping up to fill
retiring Street and Sewer Superintendent Bob Hull’s position. He has been with
TOCL for three and a half years and is no stranger to the intricacies of this
position. You have frequently seen Guy hard at work changing grinders,
performing locates, trimming roadside trees, mowing or snow removal. Guy also
issues Demolition Permits, Road Cut Permits, Temporary Street Parking Permits
and coordinates new sewer easements. You can contact him by phone (260-3163214) or by email. (superintendent@townofclearlake.org)
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Guy needs your help in grinder care, please…..

This is a $2,000 sewer pump like those in our
system that was installed two years ago. Pumps
should last about 15 years. This pump has been
destroyed from wipes/towels being flushed. It will
cost $2,000 plus labor to replace. Please also do not
flush or put in your drains: grease or any oil,
cooking oil, paint, or food grease.
If and when your grinder malfunctions and needs replaced, Guy needs a clear path to the grinder. So please
be mindful of the space around your grinder.
• Do not plant anything within 5 horizontal feet of grinder and the post. Leave a 10-foot vertical clearance
to pull and replace the grinder because they have to pull it straight up.
• Do not plant any climbing vines, ornamental trees or bushes and ornamental grasses in the 5 feet
horizontal area.
• Access to the grinder cannot be blocked by a fence.
• Please leave the “locate” flags and paint alone until the job is completed. You are welcome to call to
learn about job completion. (260-316-3214)
Thank you for your cooperation in keeping grinder pumps functioning.
LET’S TALK SAFETY
Parking…….
Our town’s roads are narrow and sometimes that creates a problem for delivery and service personnel as they
park in the road to perform their duties. As a resident, please help them find a safe place to pull over or park
off the street so that traffic may pass easily and safely.
Boating…….
We all live on Clear Lake for the joy of the water. Unfortunately, accidents sometimes happen. TOCL
encourages every single person to fully engage courteous and safe boat practices and behavior to prevent injury
or death. Please also make sure your children and guests are fully aware of safe, courteous boating. Our
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website (townofclearlake.org) includes links to Indiana Boating Laws and self-guided boating classes. These
links can be found on the Town Marshall’s page.
Bicycles, walking and golf carts……
The Town Marshall’s page also includes links to walking, bicycling
and golf cart safety. Walkers and runners, please remember to face
traffic so you can see approaching vehicles.
Fire…..
Fremont Fire Dept is asking for everyone’s cooperation in keeping their state-of-the-art firetrucks safe along
our narrow roadways. Although our UDO only requires a 7-foot vertical clearance (and 5 feet from edge of
pavement) firetrucks require a 15-foot vertical clearance. Recently in an unfortunate incident at Lake James,
a ladder was ripped from a firetruck while responding to a 911 call. Please inspect your roadside, is there
anything you can do to ensure the safety of our brave firemen? (Submitted by John Wilhelm)
Water clarity…….
Many of us have witnessed the nasty foul-smelling liquid that escapes from the weekly garbage truck while
compacting its load. You can help prevent this leakage by ensuring the inside of your covered can is kept dry
and that you do not place any liquids inside. We ask that you please find another method to dispose of your
waste liquids. (see grinder care, above) When leakage hits our roadways, it travels first to our street drains
and/or our wet areas and finally to our crowning jewel, Clear Lake.
Storm alerts…….
Do you wonder why we sometimes hear a siren in the middle of the day? This is a scheduled procedure of the
Emergency Broadcast System to test our severe weather sirens on the 1st Saturday of every month @ noon.
There are three sirens located around Clear Lake. Should these sirens sound at other times, it will be your signal
to take cover.
The Town of Clear Lake welcomes new Council Members!
• Brent Schlosser: At-Large
• Dan Rippe: Ward 2
• Tyson Johnston: Ward 1
TOCL would also like to extend a hearty “Thank you for serving” to retiring Council, Plan Commission and
Board of Zoning Appeals (BZA) members.
Steuben County Park Superintendent Frank Charlton is responsible for the maintenance of the Clear Lake
Public Beach and provided the following information on the visible improvements:
The Steuben County Commissioners have authorized $15,000 per year for the upkeep of the
Public Beach at Clear Lake. Mr. Charlton has placed an emphasis on adding stability to the hillside and
improved handicap access to the lake as seen by the widened path and two courses of Redi Rock at the base
of the hill. The plan for 2021 is to place a third and final course of Redi Rock along with backfill to
complete the retaining wall. Plans for 2022 and beyond remain in the discussion phase and the Community
is encouraged to submit ideas for consideration. Mr. Charlton’s office phone is 260-668-2110 ext. 2110.
Bonnie Brown
Clear Lake Town Council
"Someone's sitting in the shade today because someone
planted a tree a long time ago." – Warren Buffet
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CLEAR LAKE TOWNSHIP LAND CONSERVANCY WATER QUALITY UPDATES
In an effort organized and led by volunteer members of
the Water Quality Committee, data collection has been done for
over a decade on the county-regulated ditches flowing into Clear
Lake and on the lake itself. Results indicate a decrease in water
clarity shown in the Clear Lake Secchi depth readings and an
increase in nutrient levels. In total, 12 feet of depth has been lost
over 24 years at an average of six inches per year. Increasing
levels of chlorophyll is the primary cause for reductions in
Secchi depth. Chlorophyll may be increasing with the presence
and availability of nutrients, like phosphorous and nitrogen,
supplied to the lake via erosion and watershed run-off. Of the
four ditches flowing into Clear Lake, the Cyrus Brouse ditch
drains 26% of the Clear Lake Watershed and is the largest
contributor by volume of all ditches entering into Clear Lake.

Clear Lake water sample being run through a filtration
system to measure the amount of chlorophyll present.
Photo credit: Don Luepke

To reduce the inputs from the Cyrus Brouse Ditch, we are working with the County Surveyor’s office to
install a two-stage ditch on the west bank of the Cyrus Brouse Ditch on our new Settlers Wetland Nature
Preserve. The two-stage ditch creates a “bench” to allow the water flowing through the ditch during heavy rain
events, or high flow, to slow down and spread out. In doing so, the sediments and suspended nutrients like
phosphorous or nitrogen have a chance to settle out. A bench will only be constructed on the west side of the
ditch. During large rain events the two-stage ditch will flow into a constructed wetland to provide stormwater
storage. This allows suspended solids to settle out and increase the up-take of nutrients by water-loving plants.
Wetlands—the “kidneys” of our lakes—function to remove pollution from the waters flowing into and through
them and ultimately into our lakes. As we work through the permitting process, final project design and details
will be completed. Many thanks to Jim & Annie Skinner for the donation of land and to the Waterfield
Foundation on behalf of Richard D., Richard R., Randy, & Jill Waterfield for acquisition support. Additional
funds to support the purchase came from several community members who regularly donate to our Land
Acquisition Fund. Funding support for the “Cyrus Brouse Clean Stream” project has been secured from the
Indiana Department of Natural Resources’ Lake & River Enhancement Program, the Clear Lake Fund and the
Danny & Bill Donor Advised Fund from the Steuben County Community Foundation, U.S. Fish & Wildlife
Service, and NiSource Foundation and NIPSCO.
Finally, we are aware of the increased presence of plant life in Clear
Lake. Many thanks to Bill Geiger for taking Bridget Harrison in his plane to
get a better view and to Connor Oiler who flew his drone along the south
shore and provided some valuable imagery. Dr. Robin Scribailo at Purdue
University analyzed a sampled collected by members of the Water Quality
Committee. He confirmed the presence of the invasive Eurasian Watermilfoil,
Myriophyllum spicatum. To fight this invasive plant, we will apply for
funding to get an updated aquatic vegetative survey to understand the
location and level of infestation. Following that, funding applications will be
made for treatment and control. Details will be shared on our website as we
learn more. Thanks to everyone who has brought this to our attention.

Aerial imagery of Clear Lake showing
the presence of plant growth.
Photo credit: Connor Oiler

Bridget Harrison,
Executive Director
Clearlakeconservancy.org
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MARSHAL’S REPORT
This has been an unprecedented year due to COVID-19. There are more residents of Clear Lake staying
throughout the week and enjoying the beautiful summer weather, both on and off the lake. As fall approaches,
there may be more residents staying at the lake for a longer period, whether they are working from their lake
home, or having their children conduct on-line eLearning. Please be aware of the increased boating activity as
well as the number of walkers, bicycle riders and golf carts on the roadway. We have had a safe summer thus
far. As the Town Marshal, I would like to thank each resident for doing their part to make this happen.
As Fall sets in on the lake community and things begin to slow down, I want to take a moment and
remind everyone to use common sense when preparing your seasonal residence for the winter. Please
refrain from making changes to your seasonal residence which makes it apparent nobody is home in the off
season. For tips on how to protect your home while away on vacation or for seasonal homes, visit the National
Crime Prevention Council site at ncpc.org or simply google “tips for protecting homes while on vacation”. Most
of the sites I have visited have some good tips which work for seasonal residences, such as lake homes.
I would like to remind everyone who is coming to and from the lake to look for and
report any suspicious activity right away. This basic level of a neighborhood watch program
has proved to be very successful. We, at the Clear Lake Police Department, want to remind
all of our residents of an easy phrase: “See something, say something”. If you see
suspicious activity or something that just doesn’t look right, we encourage you to contact us
immediately at our dispatch number: (260) 665-3131. In the event of an emergency, call
911. We need the help of all our residents to keep a safe and secure community.
There is very little crime in this community which still goes against the national trends. I feel the
biggest contributor to this is you, the residents of Clear Lake. Though it has been hard to form an official
“Neighborhood Watch” program, the basic principles of the program are in place and being used.
The officers will be working varying shifts throughout the fall and winter months to help deter crime. If
you see one of us out, please feel free to stop us, if nothing else just to say “hello”. I want to thank each and
every one of you for allowing myself and the other officers to serve you.
Chris Emerick
Clear Lake Town Marshal

SUMMER’S END
Stay safe!
[Type a quote from the document or the summary of an interesting point. You can position the text box
Annual membership contributions to The Clear Lake Association provide funding for the publication and distribution of this
anywhere in the document. Use the Text Box Tools tab to change the formatting of the pull quote text
Newsletter. The purpose of this publication is to communicate activities of the Clear Lake Association, the Town of Clear Lake,
box.]
and other Clear Lake organizations to all property owners. If you would like to receive CLA Newsletter, please send your email
address to bonniedon1@gmail.com. Thank you.
Beth McCracken, Editor (bmccracken404@gmail.com)
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