Clear Lake Association
Spring 2022 Newsletter
SPRING IS FINALLY HERE!
It seemed like the Easter Bunny put in an order for snow rather
than colored eggs this year! However, we’re finally having some nice
weather here at the lake. The long-awaited spring brings scenes that remind
us how beautiful Clear Lake is this time of year. Since the response to last
year’s request for area photos was so positive, we’ve again included “Spring
Scenes” throughout this issue of the newsletter. Hope the pictures bring a
smile to faces of those of us already here, as well as those who will be
returning to the lake over the next few weeks. Thanks to all of you who
provided photos.
(Photo on right: “Egg Tree” on W. Clear Lake Dr. taken by John Wilhelm)
The annual CLA Membership Letter was mailed last week to your
permanent address of record. You should be receiving that letter soon, but if
you prefer, you can print page 6 of this newsletter, complete the form and mail it with your check to:
Clear Lake Association
P.O. Box 38
Fremont, IN 46737
Annual dues are still only $30. (What else can you think of that hasn’t increased in price this year?!)
Of course, optional donations are greatly appreciated and important to the Association’s support of its missions:
•
•
•
•

Communications (Newsletter distributed spring, summer, fall electronically to residents and websites)
Safety (Buoy Project)
Outreach (Free Little Library; contributions to Fremont Fire Department & CLTLC)
Fun! (July 4th holiday fireworks)

Speaking of fireworks, mark your calendars for the amazing Clear Lake Fireworks scheduled for
Saturday, July 2, 10:00 pm. (Rain date: Sunday, July 3) CLA has again contracted with Hollister Pyrotechnics
for another high-quality, exciting display. Gathering for this event has become a wonderful tradition for family
and friends.
The CLA Board is spread throughout the country during winter, but they
keep in touch by email for all important communications and decisions. We
appreciate the commitment each officer and director has made to help keep Clear Lake
the special place that it is. If you’d like to know more about what the board does – or
if you’d just like to say “thank you” – please feel free to speak to any board members.
(Photo at left: a “bouquet” of daffodils from Bruce Moody.)
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Todd Rumsey, our Buoy Project Chairman, has also been busy throughout the winter working with
DNR and other government agencies so that placement of these new buoys will be safe and consistent. It has
taken a lot of time, effort (and patience) to get to this point and we appreciate all Todd’s hard work. He will
give details of the project status in the next article on page 3.
We look forward to many of you returning to Clear Lake over the next few weeks. Watch for the
next CLA Newsletter due to be published the end of June. That issue will include details of summer events and
opportunities. If there is something you’d like to see featured, please contact Newsletter Editor Beth
McCracken (bmccracken404@gmail.com) or me.
Happy Spring!
Margaret Carlson (president@clearlakeassociation.org)
Clear Lake Association

FAMILY FAVORITE RHUBARB CRISP
Margaret said a happy sign of spring for her is rhubarb that may appear
behind the garage (it looks like reddish celery stalks) or is available at local
grocery or Amish produce stands. Here’s her recipe for yummy Rhubarb Crisp.
6 Tbs. cold butter, cut into small pieces plus extra
for greasing pan
2 ½ -3 pounds rhubarb, trimmed, tough strings
removed, and cut into 1 ½ inch pieces (5-6 cups)
¼ cup white sugar
1 Tbs. orange or lemon juice
1 teas. orange or lemon zest
¾ cup brown sugar
½ cup all-purpose flour
½ teas. cinnamon, or to taste
Pinch of salt
½ cup rolled oats
½ cup pecans

1. Heat oven to 375 degrees. Grease 8 or 9 inch
square baking dish with a little butter.
2. Toss rhubarb with white sugar, orange or
lemon juice & zest, and spread in dish.
3. Put 6 Tbs. butter in food processor along
with brown sugar, flour, cinnamon and salt.
Pulse for about 20-30 seconds, until it looks
like small peas and just begins to clump
together. Add oats and pecans and pulse just
a few times to combine.
4. Crumble the topping over rhubarb and bake
until golden and beginning to brown, about
45-50 minutes. Yield: 6-8 servings

MARK YOUR CALENDARS! TELL YOUR FAMILY & FRIENDS!

CLEAR LAKE FIREWORKS
Saturday, July 2, 10:00 pm
Rain date: Sunday, July 3
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THE “BUOYS” OF SUMMER
The buoys are coming! The buoys are coming! Yes, it is
that time of year again. The yellow buoys will be placed in the
water beginning the last weekend of April. The thought and the
layout will be as it was last year with an official green light from
the DNR for buoys to be placed 200 feet from shore, from
approximately 766 South Clear Lake Drive, through the public
access and public beach area, and then on to the condos. The
remainder of the lake will have their buoys legally placed 150 feet
from shore, as they were last year. A hearing at the Natural
Resource Commission did address buoys from 430-456 Point
Park Drive and have given a positive recommendation. However,
there will be no official implementation until late fall this year or
early spring 2023.
Thank you to all who have supported the new buoys and
the commitment to safety on Clear Lake. Should you have
questions or constructive comments, please feel free to contact
Todd Rumsey. (260-414-2800)
(Photo at right: Kennedy Zeller captured a lonely dock awaiting
buoys, boats and Clear Lakers.)

FROM THE OFFICE OF THE CLEAR LAKE TOWNSHIP LAND CONSERVANCY
Spring is here! The winter was a time of enormous productivity. Our staff, the Board, and committees
work year-round. We focused on two key 2022 projects—the Aquatic Vegetation Management Plan (AVMP)
and the Watershed Diagnostic Study (WDS). Both projects are multi-year efforts. AVMP treats an existing
problem, an infestation of Eurasian watermilfoil and other invasive plants. Aquatic Enhancement & Survey was
selected to complete treatment and follow up survey work this year. Updates are posted regularly on our
website. Check back often as we learn more about the timeline, locations to be treated, and financial support
needed to treat Eurasian watermilfoil this year. We look forward to starting this next phase of the project.
The second year of the
Watershed Diagnostic Study is well
underway. Stream gages (like
pictured) were installed earlier this
month at the Cyrus Brouse ditch,
Harry Teeters ditch, and at the
Round Lake exit. Water samples
are collected weekly and analyzed
by the team at Ecosystems
Connections Institute. Collecting
this reliable data will help create a
roadmap to work together to
enhance and improve water quality.
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In addition to the data collection above, we are working to understand the makeup of the shoreline of
Clear Lake and Round Lake. Can you take a moment to fill out this survey? This data will help us plan for
future projects and grant requests to improve water quality.
We have several upcoming events and ways to get involved with us. Join us this Saturday, April 30, for
a hike through Brennan Woods as we observe the lovely spring wildflowers. Purchase your own lovely flowers
and plants on May 28 at the Lutheran Church Pavilion from 9am – 11:30am. Make plans to attend our “Soirée
on the Water” at the Clear Lake Yacht Club on June 25. Our annual meeting will be Friday, July 24 at 4:00 pm.
Location to be determined. This is a great time to share with us. We look forward to hearing from you. For
additional opportunities, see our calendar of events below and check our website often.

Let’s enjoy every season together in this beautiful place. Thank you for all the ways you support our
mission to preserve this treasured corner of northeast Indiana.
Bridget Harrison
Executive Director
clearlakeconservancy.org
SPRING INTO ACTION
Welcome Spring! Each year we share ways to prepare for the summer
season in our beautiful community. We will continue our “clear” legacy
only if we become a total “Community of Stewards” as we all do our
individual part to contribute to the health of our waters.
(At right: Bridget & Dave’s daughter, Rosie, is learning how to
appreciate the beauty of nature at a young age.)
If you choose to fertilize your lawn and do an early spring application,
please remember to:
• Use only phosphorus free materials. The middle number on the
bag indicates the amount of Phosphorus and should be zero.
• Request phosphorus free fertilizer from lawn application services.
• Leave a strip of unfertilized lawn along the lake edge as a buffer.
• Consider testing your lawn before applying fertilizer to determine what chemicals are needed.
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Of all the elements that feed into our waterways, phosphorus is the factor most responsible for
accelerating algae and plant growth.
Other Tips for Early Spring Clean Up:
• Clean up your pet’s waste. Dog poop does not serve as a free
fertilizer and it can affect our water quality.
• Keep leaves, grass, and other yard waste out of the lake and the
wetlands/swamps/channels around the lake. Wetlands are the
“kidneys” of our lakes and help filter incoming water.
• The Clear Lake Marina will dispose of old motor oil. Call for more
details: (260) 495-4915.
• Northeast Indiana Solid Waste Management District (NISWMD)
can take care of almost any disposal need including the many sticks
and branches down from the windy weather. See www.niswmd.org
for locations and hours.
• Consider installing natural glacial rock at your water's edge to break
up wave action and capture suspended sediments.
(Photo above: Tulips by Barbara Rumsey)
Let’s make it our goal this year to become a “Community of Stewards.” It is once again time to Spring Into
Action!

CLEAR LAKE SKI CLUB
Hello everyone, Spring is here and the CLSC is gearing up for an exciting summer culminating in our
spectacular ski show on July 30th at 2:00 p.m. We have our kick-off meeting Memorial Day Weekend on
Saturday May 28th at 10:00 am at the Clear Lake Yacht Club. During the month of July, we will meet on July
2nd, 9th, 16th and 23rd. All meetings are at 10:00 a.m. We are looking to build on our existing club membership
this year, so if you have not had the opportunity to join, you can still do so! Ski Club offers kids the
opportunity to make new lake friends, participate in fun activities and to learn additional show skiing skills such
as pyramids, ski jumping and much more! For more information about the ski club please email Graeme
Buehrer at graemebuehrer@gmail.com.
The Clear Lake Ski Club will be hosting the TGIF on July 8th at the CLYC. This is a great opportunity
for our members to meet the CLYC membership and build relationships with our experienced skiers on the lake
and those who support our club. We look forward to seeing you on Friday, July 8th. This is a fundraiser for our
club so we will be preparing the food with a menu of summer favorites. Please come out and support the Clear
Lake Ski Club. (Photo at right: Pyramid Act)

CLEAR LAKE SKI CLUB BOARD
Co-Presidents:
Graeme Buehrer
Harley Talbott
Vice-President:
Charlotte Buehrer
Treasurer:
Kelly McArdle
Secretary:
Quinn Culler
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CLEAR LAKE ASSOCIATION 2022 MEMBERSHIP FORM
Please complete the Registration Form below and send it with your check by June 30, 2022, to:
Clear Lake Association
P.O. Box 38
Fremont, IN 46737
Thank you for your investment in our community!
2022 CLEAR LAKE ASSOCIATION MEMBERSHIP REGISTRATION
(Please PRINT clearly.)
NAME(S):____________________________________________________________________________
LAKE ADDRESS: _______________________________________________________________________
EMAIL: ______________________________________________________________________________
CLA Annual Membership Dues
Optional Donations:
Fireworks Display
Buoy Project
Community Projects

$

Total

30.00

$ __________
$ __________
$ __________
$ __________

(Kasota Island in April, photo by Kennedy Zeller)
Annual membership contributions to The Clear Lake Association provide funding for the publication and distribution of this
Newsletter. The purpose of this publication is to communicate activities of the Clear Lake Association, the Town of Clear Lake,
and other Clear Lake organizations to all property owners. If you would like to receive CLA Newsletter, please send your email
address to: Beth McCracken, Editor (bmccracken404@gmail.com)
Thank you.
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