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The Commodore’s Corner
Special points
of interest:
 September 1—Last
Sailboat Race
 September 20—Last
TGIF Soup and Chili,
Bar Closes for the
Season

The summer of 2019 is almost in the books, It has
been a stellar year for the Yacht Club in many ways.
The club has seen great participation and growth by
its members in all areas including tennis, sailing, ski
club, TGIFs and Saturday nights. Entertainment has
been well received by both young and old. Bookings
for entertainment have already started for the 2020
season, so please contact us if you have any suggestions for entertainment or if you would like to sponsor an evening.

the other great folks that have taken their time to
volunteer for their board positions.
A couple things we will be working on for 2020 is a
new membership platform which will make things
easier for the general membership to manage their
membership accounts online as well as allow the
club’s department heads to communicate with the
general membership.

Also we are currently working on a project that has
I would like to give a big shout out and thank you to been in the works for the past couple of years. With
all volunteers and chairs for volunteering their time the decision from the board to pursue the constructo make Clear Lake Yacht Club what it is today. An tion of new restrooms, we have considered many
extra special big shout out to Rick and Kris Gartner options for how these would be constructed. The
original thought was to try to place them where the
for the great job they have done over the past five
existing restrooms are. However, the size of this
years with TGIF. They will be greatly missed. Jill
area is insufficient to comply with the ADA standCox has also decided to leave her post as membership chair. Thank you, Jill for all your hard work. If ards. Also the infrastructure water and drain lines
are less than ideal to reconnect to. Instead, a new
anyone would like to help out with either one of
these positions in 2020, it would be greatly appreci- accessory support based structure is proposed to sit
on the south side of the building. There will be three
ated. Please contact me or any board member for
stalls in each bathroom which will be ADA complimore information on what these positions entail.
ant and have direct access from the south side of the
Also for 2020 we have a new volunteer for the
main room via covered walkway. This is felt to be a
house and grounds chair. Bill DeWert Has gracious- great improvement to our club and community as
ly stepped up to the plate for this position. Ken
the Yacht Club is used for many purposes, and the
Petruska has also stepped up to become the new
restrooms have been a topic of concern with many
entertainment chair. Thank you Bill and Ken!
of our members especially with the increased activity in membership and growth.
At the general meeting this year, we elected two
new board members, Larry Koesters and Tim
The vacated area of the existing restrooms will beSchenkel who will also fill the Vice Commodore
come an ideal storage area for our tables and chairs
position.
for when they are not required in the main area as
well as other items we may need to store. Star
Jack Horell and Kalvin Champion have completed
Homes has graciously helped by giving us a formaltheir terms. Thank you, Jack and Kalvin for your
ized projected floor plan and visual rendering of the
service!
exterior. Currently we are working with the Town
of Clear Lake to comply with the requirements they
If you didn’t attend the Commodore’s Ball this year,
have set forth to proceed with this project.
you surely missed out on a great time. Everything
was on point as Eric and Brandy threw an amazing
I hope everyone has a great winter, and I am looking
Oktoberfest themed Commodore’s Ball complete
forward to 2020. That’s all for now.
with lederhosen, authentic German cuisine, and
incredible entertainment.
Commodore Jimmy G
I am greatly honored to follow Eric as the Commodore in 2020 as well as serve on the board with all
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THE LAST WORD
If you are reading this, it is September, and the scores of lazy afternoons have come and gone. All the activities undertaken to make ready for summer are being undone as the once balmy evenings chill, and a haze of fog is cast across the
lake on the cool amber mornings of the impending autumn.
Thank you to everyone that attended the 80th Anniversary Commodore’s Ball. It was a wunderbar evening! To reiterate my words, it takes a village to raise a Yacht Club. Please, be the person that stands up to continue making our Club
a beautiful organization for at least 80 more years.
As the seasons cycle, so too does our Yacht Club begin it’s annual revolution with just two TGIFs remaining, followed
by the Sailors meeting on Saturday, September 21st to take out the lifts and present the Championship Series Awards.
The Board of Directors has already begun conversations setting course for 2020. Our Board has nine members that
each serve a three year term, with three being elected at the General Membership Meeting each season. From these
nine the Commodore, Vice Commodore, Secretary, and Treasurer are elected by the Board. Each of the nine Board
Members is passionate about our Club and works diligently to enable the best possible outcomes for everyone.
Please join me in thanking outgoing Board Member and Past-Commodore Jack Horrell for his commendable service to
the Club. In his stead we welcome Larry Koesters and the new Vice Commodore Tim Schenkel to the Board along
with the 2020 Commodore Jim Geiger, Lisa Baker, Dan McArdle, Bill Zeller, Jan Matasick, Tyson Johnston, and myself.
The Board meets periodically through the off season, and a key agenda item is planning the 2020 membership campaign. The Membership Chair is key to this process by ensuring the Members are contacted, the forms are processed,
and mailing lists are updated with the most current information. Thank you to Jill Cox for supporting our Membership.
Our cherished Clubhouse is also put into hibernation through the winter. The House & Grounds Chair is responsible
for closing down the building and reopening once again in the spring. Routine maintenance items, appliance improvements and other general upkeep is done or organized by the House and Grounds Chair.
Here’s to 2019! I look forward to hearing everyone’s stories of winter fun in 2020!
Thank you for the memories,
Eric Brown
2019 Commodore, Member for life.
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NEXT YEAR’S LEADERS
Commodore and Board Member: Jim Geiger
Vice Commodore and Board Member: Tim Schenkel
Secretary and Board Member: Lisa Baker
Treasurer and Board Member: Dan McArdle
Club and Bar Manager: Laurie Sellers
Bar Chair and Board Member: Bill Zeller
House and Grounds Chair: Bill DeWert
Board Members: Tyson Johnston, Larry Koesters
Entertainment Chair: Ken Petruska
Sailing School and Sailing Club Chair: Chris Hughes
Ski Club Chair: Amy Zeller
Membership Chair: Open
TGIF: Open
Tennis Chair and Board Member: Jan Matasick
Windword Editor: Sara Craig

BAR NEWS
Thirsty Thursdays are over, but we still have plenty of great nights left at the Yacht Club bar! Stop in for
some great specials throughout September! We will be open Fridays and Saturdays in September. Closing
night will be Friday, September 21st! We hope to see everyone before they leave or before we close!
It’s been a great summer! Thank you everyone! We are looking forward to 2020!
Laurie Sellers, Bar Manager
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TENNIS AND PICKLEBALL
As summer is winding down, the courts are slowly becoming less busy. There are still players most every day,
but if you can't find a partner, perhaps try the ball machine! It is located in the NEW SHED, which was delivered in August (see picture). A key for it is located inside the AED box under the tennis canopy. The shed is
large enough to store all the nets, stacked chairs, rollers, canopies, ball machine and youth tennis equipment
over the winter. Our thanks to Rick Johnston who coordinated buying the shed and to Kable Darrow who
donated funds to help with the purchase.

The shed was the last major improvement we had planned as part of the Court Renovation project. We appreciate the help of the Steuben County Community Foundation throughout this process. We came in slightly under budget; unused funds will be saved for future maintenance needs.
The courts will be open for business through sometime in October, but for those of you leaving the Lake, we
hope you have a wonderful Winter and look forward to seeing you all back on the CLYC courts next Spring!
Jan Matasick, Tennis Chair
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THE SCOOP ON TGIF
What an amazing August it was and where did it go? Rick and Kris tried a few ideas last month such as Porta Pit Chicken and Coney Hot Dog Heavy Appetizer Nights that were very well received along with food truck chef of Head2Hock
creating his totchos. Thank you for spending your Friday nights dining at Clear Lake Yacht Club and supporting our ideas. We tried very hard to always have enough food, guessing how many will be at the lake any given Friday, without
breaking the bank by over ordering. However, it's not over yet!
September 6, we will be bringing back Dutch Heritage, the Amish caterer who made the wonderful homemade beef
and noodles, mashed potatoes and oh, those amazing pies. This time you will have a choice of Beef or Chicken
and Noodles besides the mashed potatoes, fresh vegetable, homemade bread and yes, those from scratch pies.

September 13, NO TGIF We are not sure when this tradition of skipping the second week of September started, but
this allowed the club to be rented for the weekend.
September 20, we will wrap up the 2019 season with another tradition, Soup and Chili Night. There is no cost to this;
just bring a crockpot of your favorite Soup or Chili (marked with what it is,) and our crew of volunteers will do the rest.
As the 2019 season ends, we say good by to Ashley Salinas after seven years executing the ideas of the Social Chairs,
setting up, taking your money, washing your appetizer dishes, and cleaning up the dining room so it's ready for the next
event. She has prepared the club for not only TGIF but for club rental events along with assisting the bartenders regularly. She and Blanda Gomez have been an integral part of the Club's success. They do their work so efficiently behind
the scenes that I refer to them as “a well oiled machine.” Blanda will step up as lead, and a new face, Tammy, who is
already trained and anxious for 2020, will assist. I have been given permission to set up a farewell donation basket for
Ashley next Friday for those who would like to offer their appreciation to her with a donation.
This is the last Windword submission from Kris and Rick as we step down as your Social Chairs for the past five years.
We want to thank the following Commodores who have supported us and given us the direction for the success our
Club has become. Thank you to Tim Peterson, Sandy Ayres who trained and nurtured us, Bill Zeller, Jack Horrell, Eric
Brown, and ending with Jimmy Geiger along with our Social Chair Liaison, Tyson Johnston. At the Commodore's Ball
this year, Eric Brown awarded us with the Clear Lake Yacht Club Service Award. When Rick and I started this journey,
receiving this award wasn't even on the horizon for us. I was personally overwhelmed when Eric announced Rick and
my names; to be recognized for something you love doing will always be a cherish memory and is beyond appreciated. Finally, a HUGE thank you to the members who trusted us to bring you the best quality and variety to the
TGIFs. Your attendance, your response to serve and bring appetizers, your kind words of support and appreciation
were the stimulus to our enjoyment as your volunteer Social Chairs. Again, we say THANK YOU.
We know there is another volunteer(s) among us who will make the position of Social Chair your own. Blanda
and Tammy will give you ease, and Kris and Rick will guide as needed. If you feel it's you turn now, let Jimmy Geiger
know, and the rest will follow.
Clearly Life is Better at CLYC,
Kris and Rick Gartner
Social Chairs through 2019 Season
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CLUB RENTAL INFORMATION
With so much effort put into scheduling caterers, entertainment, and staff, the Board has made a few updates
to rental scheduling:
 Rentals will not be accepted on Holiday Weekends (Memorial Day, Independence Day, and Labor Day
weekends) so that all members can enjoy the Club.
 Club activities have precedence over rentals (Ski Show, Commodore’s Ball, etc.)
 Weekend rental requests must be made by the October Board meeting to guarantee weekend dates for the
following year.
 No weekend rentals will be accepted after May 1st of the current season.
 Sunday afternoons and weekdays may be reserved any time, subject to availability.
Please contact Laurie Sellers to schedule your 2020 rental at the Yacht Club!
email: lauriesellers@hotmail.com.
Laurie Sellers, Club Manager

MEMBERSHIP CHAIR NEEDED
We need YOUR help. The CLYC is looking for a new Membership Chair. This is a great way to meet all the
members and help welcome new members. For more information, please contact Eric Brown or Jim Geiger.
Thanks!
Jill Cox
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SAILING NEWS
Final Championship Series Standings
2 TO
1
2
3
4

Hughes
Brown
Zeller
Schenkel G

IC 1
IC 75
FS 4865
FS 5568

5 O'Sullivan
6 Schenkel/Mau

IC 518
FS 189

48
76

7 Stenger

MC 2634

78

8 Vashaw

FS 49

81

9 Horein

FS 4580

101.5

IC 90
IC 8
IC 112
IC 43
FS 4844
IC 686
FS 4663

105
113
129.75
130
145
166
177

17 Reifel

FS 6104

179

18 Espinoza
19 Moss J.

HB 1023
MC

181
193

10
11
12
13
14
15
16

Baldwin
McArdle T.
Frank
Moss M.
Robinson
McArdle D.
Horrell

12.5
36.5
38.75
47

Sunfish Center
The Sunfish Center will remain open until September 21st. If you would like to use a boat, feel free to
do so. Please return the boats the way you found
them. If something breaks or you see something
broken please contact Chris Hughes
(260.243.0448 or CLYCSailingSchool@gmail.com.)

THANK YOU
Phi Kappa Theta Fraternity, Trine University – For helping with the dock, lifts, and other lifting of heavy objects
at CLYC
Clear Lake Marina – For your continued support of the CLYC Sailing School
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SEPTEMBER 2019
Sun

Mon

1

Sailing Club
Club Rental

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

2 Labor Day 3

4

5

6

9

11

12

13 No TGIF 14 Club
Rental

TGIF
7
Dutch
Heritage
8

Club
Rental

1
18

8

10

15

15

16

17

18

19

20

TGIF Soup

21

and Chili
Bar Last Call
Mike Conley 6:30-9:30

22

23

24

25

26

27

28 Club
Rental
29

29

30

